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Research advances in role of EZH2 in tumors and its inhibitors
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Abstract: The overexpression of of Zeste enhancer homolog 2 (EZH?2) is closely associated with tumor initiation, progression,
invasion, metastasis, and unfavorable clinical prognosis. EZH2 plays a crucial role in the transcriptional repression of tumor-related
genes and the regulation of tumorigenesis and development through various mechanisms, including PRC2-dependent H3K27
methylation or non-histone methylation, PRC2-independent non-histone methylation, direct protein-protein interactions, etc, to
activate downstream genes. Therefore, EZH2 is considered to be a promising therapeutic target for tumor treatment. Currently, the
development and clinical trials of small molecule inhibitors targeting EZH2 have emerged as a prominent area of research. This
article reviews functions and regulatory mechanisms of EZH2 and highlights recent advancements in hotspot inhibitors, aiming to
provide valuable insights for further research and application in diverse cancer treatments.
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1.1 EZH2 HEFESH

N EZH2 SER @ F A fk 7q35 1, H
R P 946 20 AR F1 19 D& o i
) EZH2 mRNA Zifith 14175 746 /> 2 SR 5% BL 1)
vk BEZH2 85 4, EZH2 & A AN 70 T i A
85000 45 .
1.2 EZH2 WEBEWH

EZH2 j& PRC2 H ) — KL, i& PRC2 fiEfk
TEPER EZ A, B AREE L & A P R R T
P I P b e A OGS R R W ast A%, AR FHAIL
5P M AR OGRS iE % . T4 DNA #iifhig =
G K, EZH2 &4 7045k (B 1), HATAE
PaE SR AL B i DB 5 LR 25 A 3 4s A
VT 2H 3% B PRC2 &5 W)3X — 47 A8 AN AT 43 U

HELsh P, PRC2 A& A% 0 WAL FAEZ 0
WA, K0S EZH1/2, SUZ12. EED Al
RBBP4/7, 44L& B4R 0B W] 7328 PRC2.1
1 PRC2.2, H " PRC2.1 4 ¥ PCL1-3 (PHFI,
MTF2, PHF19), EPOP Fl PALI1/2; PRC2.2 fi ¢
JARID2 #il AEBP2,
1.3 EZH2 HIE¥FIhEE

EZH?2 fiz d5 210 AL W) 5 DI RE 2 X i S i il 45
FEAH 4 FLH, LR PRC2 fKIFiIH H3K27
HH AL &), fE41%8 R PCR2 B AR 3Rl L,
Hi SET 4 ih 3l & #5240 2 1 W R R i P, (i
T H3 27 (R ER Y e TGk, AL 3
R E H3K27, AR =LA (H3K27me3),
S B AN B 5 R 45 TE LG £ 53 R 5% (Compac-
tion) FIEE PR SEA ] 14, At 3 FppL i) DA LR
F345 PRC2 MO AE AL 8 11 PR &Rk . NS PRC2
FFELLEE 1 BB AN RS PRC2 B SR

G . ) e

EED HEH SUZI2 HEH SAM
N—{ WBD|D1 ‘SANT‘ D2 | SANT | CcXC | SET H—(
LE33
94 159 218 334 502 618, 2k 751

PRC2.1
B 1 EZH2 FThEEis R IEZL 3 PCR2 MEHRER

Fig.1 The diagram of functional domains of EZH2 and mammalian
PCR2’s structure
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K. . AR, w2y A e ey A AR
2.1 EZH2 S5EH)igE. 2 58T

iy 240 P 4 R R kA . R RS 1Y
BLhit . EZH2 XF 8 R 2 R P AL 5 A 1 1(protein
arginine methlytransferase 1, PRMT1) 7 3 i) 41 fifg
WEE B . £ PRMTL A%, EZH2 (1)
R342 i /5 1 H 3L 4k (meR342-EZH2) fEfE il P16
FP21 MG SRR, I pedn i S B bR, R 3L
g 200 L ) (AR SRR PR B4 58 B, 20 B o3k T
EZH2 j&—Fp s ZLA PR B 7o /D BUE B AH 40 g
FEAR SN o3 Ak A B 856 ok R 1 S0 ] 48 L (myeloid-
derived suppressor cells, MDSCs) A1t #2H, il ffy
W EZH2 £ /0 2 A2 1 -E- i AH 4 M 17) CD11b"
Ly6G™ Ly6Chieh B Z 4% MDSCs (Mo-MDSCs) 411k,
MAJ& [ CD11b" Ly6G* Ly6Cl™ 4314 k: MDSCs
(PMN-MDSCs) 734k, 7 R WG IR # (DSS) 5
SR, K EZH2 #7157 GSK343 1] &
AR T 4015 MDSCs 434k, WA 25 A4
RIFIELRLE M RANIEIE M &A= 0 BiR 434 IA
J7 CBIE R IR YT IR A 20k Z —, T EZH2
TEANRE A A B PR s s R b R A AR, vIE
Sk IR A3 AR TR T A R A B S o 0 R A B Y
EZH2 (36 M2 I sk kKRR, 8 & A= 4 i
Mo, ZmWptsE R, JLFEMH EZH2 f1 EGFR
A 3E 5 5 1 RN R T 0 U R RN K G
Burkitt Ik E4 58 40 50, il g 200 i 100 45 1% 184 4 ) 1)
YR s HE A6 EZH2 A1 G9a (EHMTR2) AJ i@ i
IL24-ER iR e ik Z R i 40 R (nFLAR . BR &R
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AN ENEIES T, BEZH2 Hfg A/ B gE 4 4
PERIRE O] [0 S M L v RS A R B B AR
Fe Ut U2 EZH2 Al it miR-181a/HK2 4, 7E
HE 4w RNA DLEU2 fEHI F 2 5 75 P B 47
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55 Sk 2000 S 987 200 L P9 06 UL P R B )
PRI 238 U5 3 R 30 Ao Ot S 00 7 1 2 8, 1 28 A8 I R
18 v 2 e e ke R T s a4 i R0 g e, A
U, BRI T EZH2 R, X
TAF N Frfg ) i ELA E R S
2.3 EZH2 2 5B ki R AL T2

TEE HiE P, BZH2 i DNA 3L 55 7% i
3A(DNMT3A) B2k, F#E{K Tim-3/galectin-9 Ji 3l
TS H ALK, R4S R Z, %
09 A HE R v A S s U7, A R R A i g
(glioblastoma, GBM) 1, ¥R EZH2 Wi EZH2-
92aa [ AI 38 o 97 1 4 j % T NKG2D %5 & i
&, 'S GBM T4l (GSCs) Xt NK il fifd 7= A 4
k3% U8, Ak, ATRX/EZH2 & 4 K% FADD/
PARP1 SR ML A, 25 7 I PR X &
LIz B TR 25 091, EZH2-DNMT3a & &9 U a] LA
T£ IncRNA ELFN1-AS1 (3B T 5 MEIS1 5 8+
X AH B AR, B MEIST B9 ik, M i 42 iF
DNA 5B, 50 240 i A T% 1 I F02 oE g 4=
Ko, dEm S B0 B A A AR R 2 2O,
BTG 2 ZIAREN, A B bR o g k% |
ik 245 7 1l R TF SRR A BZH2 AF5Y
24 EZH2 S5MEMERNEK

PLK/AKT 15 538 4% O 9 Uk BAAE 45 A il &
FEOCHEME R Y, 23 % 36 nT A2 F i 4% AR R
KEEHZR, RIIMAE N B K F-A(VEGF-A) 3R
ik . BEZH2 03 3 B4t 4 9 3 MYC B 1 3
IGFIR j2 17 [, fR{l IGFIR R {1 ik K s
FOR R PLK GE B, 00748 M Ik B4 40 e 1 s v
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FifrIe A A A o, T R % P ) 0
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SF 2 20 AN 4y 00 3K 1145 . EZH2 n[5E it 5 miRNA
FH B A FH ok 98 15 i g S BR 8 23), miRNA mJ 48 %
EZH2 R E bR G R IE A R, s 14
fRE T AN T . A R A RH A . A0 2 e A
i e T PR B Y ST, DT AR E TR S AN AR
2. PUmZG YT 2 M e kiR, XHEAE kAR K R
PEERKAE . 40 miR-29/miR-30 Al &[5 LOXL4,

M EZH2 A 3 1 R s L Tk 2 5 3L 1Y
P ZE WO T 9 24, miR-137 ] #[a) EZH2 ik
N B p3ass . BT AT ER, BEZH2 25
82RO O ¥, R BZH2 I A4
AIREFE A e AR 2 RN, R IRATT S T L
3 3 X 33 o 22 S A ) 92 B R T T R AR I
PRI o

3  A[E EZH2 #I#F BI4E B HLH K IR R
% Kz F

52T EZH2 78 2 M0l e s 3Rk B &
ARG, IR EZH2 730658 H T8 4E
BRI T ARZ MR ENCHE ., EH
W, XS R Y C 21k 40 P, 23kE
AT WG K EZH2 0 R SR B —— At 5 ] Al
(Tazemetostat) F11%.3¢ % F il (Valemetostat), A
24 F B F] R (Astemizole) F AL, B Ry B
B LA H1 4 e S2 AR5 BT 09 B 0 % FDA L,
(AT A3 i % 3R EZH2-EED & 4 %)k il PRC2
9% 3y Fr) Ik 98 20 L A 14 4, LA K 4% EZH2 S
FIAIAHSCAE I B, b, A T i IR B 52 B B 1)
EZH2 il 7 A3 10 F, {$5 GSK-126. CPI-
1205, SHR2554 55, HoAr Z2 R 57 b T i PR i
b B, WAk 1,
3.1 IIE3K FDA #it/# E ey EZH2 7
3.1.1 Tazemetostat Tazemetostat (EPZ-6438) Hi
Epizyme 2 5] JF & 31 F 2020 4F |- 1li, 2R 1
N2 FDA L BT Y H IR EZH2 /N7 T4 i3]
WHFE R, et/ AN R 2 5 A% 0 T, INT-1
T RE B 548 1 40 i K2 EZH2 F8 34076 28 74 1 41 i
Xf Tazemetos 43 JI] f{ J& 271, Tazemetostat 7] fifi
INT-1 35 PR ke 25 165 i (9 EZH2 38 58 A4 35 1k 52 1) 410
i, BZEYE T RS R, RS LIE
WA, WME NG MR B Y. %259 B i
FEAXEHR ST ES 5 g Mk L (follicular
lymphoma, FL), HE# FDA #t#HTRYT EZH2
ZEAF H e 2= /0 55203 2 Fh 4 BB YT 19 EZH2 B
P& & FL 80 10 R MEIA 1 FL 1Y BL4E
B, Bl T BT R, HAA R N A
A 2P B 28
3.1.2 Valemetostat Valemetostat F & — = 3t ¥k
Xt TF A, & —3l BHAT 2022 4 9 H e
FHTI6 97 52 & sOE va P BN T 40 M il 9% /i
t 98 (adult T-cell leukemia/lymphoma, ATL) )
A EZH1/2 WCEAMGI R, HA AL s Bt
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&1 EZH2 MMEIFIZER AE B ERIE . IR K& R B R i & 18 K AAEIC R

Tab.1 Category, mechanism, indications, clinical trial stage and institutions of EZH2 inhibitors
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L ZFL . MHIEZH 20 HIRFERS B 52 R G P TR S — =3kt
(Valemetostaty EZHVZRTIMEI  Fid "0 ko7 L Mrimpmilesi ATy 0 (Daiichi Sankyo) 29]
vk HUBCEUISN oy pen e pgy g SHEILE L
(aslt_lemizole) ‘;%f[] %f%Z/EEDﬁEﬁSﬁH THIPRC24K 3l (4 4t 4 %j\(ﬁﬁ;ﬁj %E@% {L\gf* B il ek (26]
THIEZH2 W LR BT
1. EZH24M 51, , SASTEK LR
aSKaBiol26/ 2 %T;Tj‘féSAl\/llﬁﬁ‘fﬂz i%clﬁé/%%%é%%ﬁi %%%%%Mwﬂm% Phasel GlaxoSmithKline ~ [30-31]
i BEL T 290 Hfa A 301
1. EZH2H o OBAMUEE BBEE | L
CPI-1205 %ﬂ%fﬁ‘f%SAMﬁ%ﬂi HHIEZH2 PSR R 1 ?M%&i@%a%ﬁ@%ﬁ 2 Phaselld Constellation [32]
3t m RS ’
N T A PR R R SR REUR . 1. Phasel; —
SHR2554  EZH2IVI] L it BIGHSIIE SBHIBILIE 2 Phasel /2 I 331
&
TIHENZ2, cyclin E,
DZNep sawkfgsmn  HOROORIE LM e TURME B B KR Sigma’ [34]
ik, AR T
1. EZH1/2BE5]; CDKN2 AT, AL B RERE | TR » )
UNC1999 %m %ﬁ‘ﬁSAMﬁ%T&* gggg;acigggu,#mfﬁﬂ%Mi JE” %E%:Eﬁ@ﬁ%@jwém IGPRRTAESE  Tocris Bio Science®  [35-36]
) me Je \ FUIE
: IR EZH2 B4 R i
1. EZH24 75 e )
Il 2 HEFEHESAMSE T MME | MMP 10 SRR KBANN A RIS e [37]
5 mRNAZKF
F, (BN T2 o2 B S AL ZS Y (An 2% Rl (9 25 T Yy EZH2 M50, J8 Tikse

P R s R SRR WA ) B R AR 0 FR A
Valemetostat F A7 845 B 52 1, 1697t 3L
BB LR B RS i BOR > - i
AN S Y A O R e N T E R
i 32 9 30 Rl P B9 T 0 K R R % 1
Valemetostat . F T ATL & ¥7 453k %) A5 %500 Fil 22
S MEATY R B RIS (9 1 PRIFFE 32— 2B B0 iE

3.2 IGRIRIEREE R EZH2 )55

3.2.1 GSKI126 GSKI126 HA F L5 5% il 41 il 7
P, AE B MR H3K27me3 /KF, 5 40 BHAE T
GO/G1 3], FAI 1 Notchl 34240l e 553 40 it
HUHE PO, X HAHUHRIAERIE A, GSK126 AbFS 1Y
IS I 96 2 %) 200 J) B s B 1 p21 IR
TF [] R4 1) 8 B J S99 4 1 E (eyelinE) 9145 1
A PP B 2 (cyclin dependent kinase 2, CDK2)
FIRUHG, ff Rb K (A -B2F Lkuimfk, & T
Gl ) S HFefk, s = dn i iy, g
MOzass ., HAh, GSKI126 %f EZH2 Bk, 4
SRR, AT M I Sk IR BE A S
H3K27me3 5 &4, Jf i & i iF 18] 58 57+ 4i i
(mesenchymal stem cells, MSCs) /385 B,

3.2.2 CPI-1205 CPI-1205 & Constellation |24

PE SAM FEg-PEIIHGR, B RA4FH EZH2 3 FF ik
Pk, HETA 52560 ] CPI-1205 4b 3 SI-NET 41 il
% CNDT2.5 Ml GOT1, ST HAalfe gk, B
A0 R TG I PR RS R 1, AER N AT HI ] CNDT2.5
SRR AN BRI b i bR a0 2 B2, H AT, CPI-
1205 ©HEA T/ I RIS, 2 FRiEH R
B 41 Jf itk LR AE 1R YT, S 5 R R SR
B 4k LR A 1 1 DI R ATTA L A
F et BRI EE M

3.2.3 SHR2554 SHR2554 J& VT EHGEE 254 R
O IT K B — A 50 EZH2 4000 70 A4 10 IR 14 5
), XF EZH2 Rkt m 78R EZHL AM K200
SEEERLEE (R T3 10000 1), EVH1 SHR2554 52
T o A R ) A R R 8 AR R EZH2 i) 3 1 ok
SR CVRI A N H3K27me3 7KK, i G1/S %
A 1 (CDK2, CDK4., CDK6) £k,
P 40 SRR P p21 WERG N, ARG A )R -
67 (Ki67) Je A BH MR 25 T R, mA B A fuH
BT GL I, gbAl, SHR2554 A 1l 3 i fie
A T-# H Cleaved-PARP I Cleaved-Caspase3 f{14
hn, PAKHET A XIAP. MCL-1. Bel-xL 435
A RS AN R A R T, A ELE
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AR, BT, SHR2554 IETESEATEI MRS ZiME RS,

FIE RIS (NCT03603951), M5 K BixEVATER
AP L 20 e S IR YT SR BT T R o

3.3 GRAETH R M B B H0 7

3.3.1 DZNep DZNep 4 3-iii &R A9 PR L2k
1y, HAEPYARNDIAE. DZNep REA T
Yo S-MRH -L-[A1 BLE B 2R (SAH) KB, &
AN SAH AKSF-FHET, i S-RR T -L- SR 2 MR A
PEZH R i e T B A B PR, B H3K27me3
Fl HAK20me3 ¥ i 7R B W /E HT . Ktk , DZNep
X 41 AR R AR A ) O R R S5 R T BZH2,
DZNep 1 22 R die b 8 90 7 W 38 (0B i o v 12k
R A A 1 ek e A AR A A+ ek g 1 400 e i) T
P o 4 DZNep 4b 35 559 40 il & Siha #1 C33A,
Al EZH2 ., $L T T Bel-xL 35 F4, T
AHICHE 1 Bim F1 Caspase-3 ek i, & i) 40 i
FHIRE TR 5 B9, T DZNep 22215504
FRVEATE, 7RSI G — 2 R E,
PN R 0 F 3z 20 B R BRI . Bk, el 1
DZNep WM IR 25697 1) — R A
3.3.2 UNC1999 UNCI1999 j& EZH2/EZH1 A E )
A, TR H3K27me3/2, FH45 S IR
B R H MK (mixed lineage leukemia, MLL)-H
F IS 40 ) A KRRV R e 1, 1S — R
PUHMREVER . W50, UNC1999 R #I ] A1
) BB 41 i 88 (retinoblastoma, RB) 345 . if
. REMBE PR . H AT /N BT R R
PRI ESE UNC1999 Xt RB Fag 28 K 6 3 il 76 H
F1 EZH2 %} STAT3/Fox01 5518 B 08 35/ FH 231,
534, UNC1999 .2 5 NK 4iffitnic4) CD16
Fik | WG A L SR AIE RV, AT
S BGPE NY BIRAR mHE IR R PO

3.3.3 GNA002 GNAO002 J&—Fl A 5 EZH2-SET
ZE IR Cys668 K PEL4E G I LL EZH2 (R 1Y
5 A g A K A S BRI A= 1, e A A
R 45 S R PRC2 & AR 0 EZH2, 7R3
PRI A Y R B BT AUR BT, GNA002
F14) s PR 7 FH 52 7K 8 1 4 25 0 9 e o7 A1 ok 4 T B
fil, B ERTE R —Fh pH SURGOKRE AR, B
#£ RGDyCSH (cRGD)-% Z % (PEG)-Iif (Hyd)-7~
K &R (Re)-BEIRER (SA), B K9 Ry 5
(49 i 9 440 i A2 8 6] 336 2% GNAOO2PT, 4% & 4 Al
GNA002 FAH I # AR 7838 GNA002 1 & , 7F
RN A 5 T R Mg LR R, $oR
LK B ARy R T 7 B AL T — IR T AT T i

4 EZH2 HHEIFI R 2 X & 877

4.1 EZH2 iMFIFI = E£mZ5

0 EZH2 19 3& PEH 36097 e i b 1 540
)4 e B, AH S 254 A AF 5 R PR 156 FH AT
g R BR, {H B E X EZH2 9 50 25 i B4 BT
TR BIL, BZH2 P77 %5845 S A8 ToR i PR
B R FRATTA L BEIRA T A 98 41 i % EZH2
P FUAS U 3T HIL o

AW AN R Gk I T 83 Mk EZH2 = &
355 14 i 928 44 Jfa %o 5 b EZH2 410 41 57 (EPZ-6438 Fil
GSK126) My HEE (1C50), & PLASBUR ) 40 M N
H3K27ac /K2 it E, HXH A 43 R
Jo8 AL A3 A 4 SR s, H3K27ac 7K (1 T 72
JE S0 1C50 BEIEAHDC Y, pbah, B BARIE
ST AR B A A 7 5E i Ak H3K27ac 11 p300/CBP
AE % fili Xt EZH2 10 1) 350 A B0 114 41 i 72 A5 Sk
AR N AT AE TR p300 AUSEAETE 4 MLLI 3t
RS A 3 2 & B 478 H3K27ac Al g2
i3 240 JfL X EZH2 00 700 7 A= i 24 1) 5 EEAL ]
B, it —2 4 Rk EZH2 400300 78 S2 A8 0 i
PRI FH, F-#RAeMl BEZH2 3 51 31 N sk 14 40 i A
U 7 %8 (U MLL1 #0310 550 59 56 1 ) sl T
KRR BZH2 I, SRR EEL,
4.2 EZH2 MHFIBE & 25 ¥iasr e

EZH2 A A2 367 I i 77 28]
Ry 25 B PR HHT B9IR T R I . U1 Tazemetostat
%4 R-CHOP /7 ) X4 PD-L1 Hfk By keik s
U AV IELE S TIR RIS . GSK126 BAH
Th S W e 9 & IR AE EZH2 978 RIS Mk B 40
IR B R A b A B S AT AL Y, SHR2554 A4
T A 2= B EEHDHI 77 HBIS000 A i 4 DNA
B ilJa 2 & 1 ORCL IFi5S G WiBHAR, #£ EZH2
A R RN 28 A USRI P B 41 B Ik R i % B
[F) 0 384 1% M O3, DZNep/JIi 47 8% 4 41 He 20—
2, AEE I E M A R JD012 A A SRR RS A AR
B PR AE K 421, EZH2 3RS A2 M B &
N RT3 T AL, v IR Z IR T R 4 SR BR
EHZ 2 nTRERMA RN . B2 PR S5E4R
W BRI RIS o E— 2Pl

5 HMERFARSHYMNRE

AR, WE2EEHNTHERRMEEGYH S
YR 53R T HE KB, MEHRRS S
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